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It is obvious that publishing Dr Swaminathan's selected lectures
will attract politicians, professors, teachers, agriculturists, environ-
mentalists, food scientists, in short, all intellectuals. It is almost im-
possible to list his numerous awards for his outstanding activities
towards mankind. TIME magazine has called him “one of the twenty
most inﬂuential Asians of the 20th century”, and he was honoured
by several National Academies with memberships and 62 universities
awarded him Honorary Doctoral Degrees. The book collected his re-
cent analyses of how we can battle against hunger and poverty,
while living in peace and harmony with the environment. His views
on societies, ethics, science environment, agriculture, poverty, and
above all peace are summarized in 34 chapters. He quotes an ancient
Chinese proverb in Chapter 2 on Ethics and Science, which best de-
scribes his vision “If you are thinking one year ahead, plant rice, if
you are thinking ten years ahead, plant trees, if you are thinking hun-
dred years ahead, educate people.” He also writes on the four pillars
of sustainable human happiness, namely ecology, equity, ethics and
economics. Dr Swaminathan has not only witnessed the Green Revo-
lution in India, he was one of the main supporters of it. He refers to
production data mentioning that India produced 80 million tonnes
of wheat harvested from 26 million hectares in 2009, while before
the Green Revolution with 1 t/ha production 80 million more hect-http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.sajb.2013.04.011ares would have been needed. This is the basis of the success of
the programme, and this is why the Green Revolution is considered
as land and forest saving agriculture. In the last chapter of the book
one can ﬁnd the realizations of his vision through his Research
Foundation programmes under the title “From vision to impact”. In
this section the following subjects are covered; strengthening the role
of women in agriculture, bridging the demand–supply gap, role in
strengthening food security and climate-resilient farming, price volatil-
ity and hunger, seawater farming, preserving agricultural biodiversity
heritage sites, land and water care and the role of global soil partner-
ship, human resource development. Allmentioned goals are equally im-
portant, and are thosewhich have always been highlighted by him. This
nice collection of his recent publications will be good background doc-
umentations for all of us who are engaged in the present and the future
of our world. The visions and opinions of Professor Swaminathan are
equally important for scholars and politicians. In brief, all of us should
followwhat he wrote, which is in good agreement with what Javarahal
Nehru, theﬁrst PrimeMinister of the independent India, advocated “Ev-
erything can wait, but not agriculture.”
This book is highly recommended to everybody interested in the
subjects mentioned above.
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